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BUSINESS MEETING:
Our next quarterly church

business meeting will be held
Wednesday, February 12  at 6:10pm.

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY:  
If you would like to donate  
flowers for the month of  
February, please contact  

Lois Grissom at 804-883-5532 or 
Phyllis Henley at 804-784-3433.

Messenger
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CURT’S CORNER
Dr. Curt Kruschwitz

The past month has been a dif-
ficult one for our church, in which 
three much-beloved members 
of our congregation have gone to 
be with the Lord. I’ve grieved – as 
many of you have too – their loss-
es. But I’ve also taken hope from 
the truths that we’re reminded of 
during the season of Lent.  

Lent is a season when we jour-
ney into the wilderness. It’s a sea-
son where we’re reminded that 
we are all frail, fragile, and feeble 
people. But it’s also a place where 
God often does his most powerful 
work.  

Indeed, the sign of the cross we 
see on Ash Wednesday reminds us 
of a deep biblical truth: that God 
brings life from death.  

On the first day of Lent, it’s not 
uncommon to see people whose 
foreheads have been crossed 
with ashes. Growing up, I always 
thought that was just a weird 
Catholic practice. But since then, 
I’ve grown to appreciate the truth 
behind that cross of ashes. The 
cross reminds us that we are loved 
by God. And nothing, not even 
death, can separate us from God’s 
love.  God’s spirit brings life to us. 
Even though we’ll one day return 
to dust, death is not the end. Our 
Creator has the last word in our 
lives, and that word is love.  We can 

be assured that even though we 
experience seasons of life in the 
wilderness, we will be surrounded 
by God’s love.

One of the greatest truths that 
Jesus demonstrates is that in the 
kingdom, life comes from death.  
God can redeem difficult situa-
tions and use them for something 
good.  It’s my prayer that as you 
seek God through the season of 
Lent, you’ll experience his redemp-
tive work in your life first hand.

Speaking of God redeeming 
difficult situations and bringing 
good, I’d welcome your prayers as 
we consider hiring additional min-
isterial staff at Goochland Baptist. 
This past year has been a busy one 
for me, and I’ve spoken with both 
our Stewardship and our Admin-
istrative Committees about the 
possibility of bringing on addition-
al ministerial staff. It’s my prayer 
that God would lead people who 
can help our church grow in faith-
fulness to God this year. Please 
join me in praying that God would 
lead the right people here.

I’m certainly glad that God has 
led Erin and me to Goochland 
Baptist. It’s a privilege to be your 
pastor, one that I don’t take for 
granted. May God bless us all this 
month as we seek to follow God. 



Deacon Minutes
Angela Bassett

In February we think about Love, 
because of Valentine’s Day. All of 
the stores remind us to shower 
our loved ones with the red heart-
shaped boxes of candy, cards 
with hearts, and flowers. Don’t 
get me wrong, all of these things 
are nice and usually well received 
by our loved ones, but they don’t 
signify how God wants us to love 
one another. The Bible describes 
love perfectly for us in my favorite 
verse that holds a special spot in 
my heart because it was read at 
our wedding: I Corinthians 13:4-8.

Love is patient, love is kind.  
It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud.  It 
does not dishonor others, it 
is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoic-
es with the truth.  It always 
protects, always trusts, al-
ways hopes, always perse-
veres.  Love never fails.

We can use this description of 
love to apply it to everyone in our 
lives, without limits from our fam-
ily and friends to coworkers to 
people that we don’t even know.  
This is also exactly how God loves 
us, his love is patient, kind, not 
proud and most importantly, it 
never fails us. 

This Valentine’s Day (and every 
day) when everyone is thinking 
about love – don’t limit your love 
– carry the description of love in 
the verse above in your heart and 
show love to everyone you meet, 
show them God’s love through 
you. 
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GBC Student Ministry
Kelly Anderson

What does it mean to be church? 
Over the next few weeks our stu-
dents will be looking at the ways we 
can be church within our community 
in our everyday life. Church is not just 
a two or three time a week gathering 
but being the church, following in the 
way and life of Jesus, is a whole way 
of life. How can we equip our stu-
dents to be church at their school 
campuses, on their sports teams and 
in their gatherings with friends? Does 
church have to be seen as constant-
ly feuding with culture or are their 
ways for church to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus in a culture longing for 
hope? One of the most beautiful pas-
sages of scripture that captures the 
essence of what church is called to 
be occurs in Acts 2:41-47, which the 
student ministry has been using as a 
sending out scripture. This is the ac-
count of the early church, after Jesus 
had ascended into heaven leaving his 
followers bewildered and wondering 
what in the world was going to hap-
pen next. The early church gathered 
into their homes, breaking bread and 
fellowshipping in the name of Jesus. 
We read that they had everything in 
common, selling all of their property 
and possessions to give to anyone 
who was in need. This beautiful ex-
ample seems to represent the hope 

that church can bring to a commu-
nity and culture who struggle for a 
sense of direction at times. I often 
wonder what would happen if like 
the early church, all churches began 
to see church not as just gathering 
once or twice a week, but that being 
church is lived out in our everyday 
lives pointing our surrounding com-
munity to Jesus. 

UPCOMING EVENT: 
Sunday, February 2nd @ 6:00pm: 
Student ministry Super Bowl 
party at the Anderson’s in 
Mechanicsville.

Saturday March 21st, Mission 
Possible at Randolph Macon 
College: A creative and 
collaborative  worship experience 
for high school students and 
young adults to help them see 
where they are able to join in 
on the mission of God in their 
everyday life.

Saturday, April 18th: Portable 
faith trip to Washington DC. We 
will spend the day in the nations 
capital seeing the ways that God 
is on the move in our world and 
exploring the ways God’s story has 
played out throughout history. 

Why
church?
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J   Y
CLUB

Program: Barbara Fillion
Lunch: Meatloaf from the Pickel Barrel,

sides provided by the Joy Club and
desserts furnished by membership.

WHO? 55 and over,  
WHEN? 4th Wednesday of each month @ 10:30am  

WHERE? at Goochland Baptist Church. WHAT? We promise 
great programs, good food, and super fellowship time! 

Any questions please call  
John Webb at 804-334-9270.

FEBRUARY 26th
10:30AM

O N  T H E  WAY:  
WEDNESDAYS @ GBC

Join us Wednesdays @ 5:30pm for a home-cooked 
family dinner and our after dinner activities:

February 5
Intergenerational Worship Experience

Exploring the Prayer of Examen together.

February 12
Children’s Music & Missions 

GBC Business Meeting

February 19 & 26
Children’s Music & Missions 

Student Ministry Bible Study
Adult Bible Study

www.goochlandchurch.org/ 
wednesday-nights

February Senior Outing
On Thursday, February 20th, our senior 

adults will be going to lunch at Joe’s Inn in 
Bon Air. We’ll be leaving the church parking 
lot at 11:00am and arriving at Joe’s Inn at 

approximately 11:30am. Any questions please 
call John Webb at 804-334-9270.

BEHIND  THE SCENES
Thank you to the following people who have 

worked behind the scenes to make GBC a bet-
ter place over the past few months.

Russ Starke  
for replacing the Christmas banner  

with the normal banner at the intersection 
of Broad Street and Ashland Roads.

Kathy Nicholas  
for coordinating the reception  

in Connie Jones’ absence following  
Joanne Chilton’s funeral.

Jim Fields and Morris Nuckols  
for repairing our baptistery and a leaky 

toilet in the basement.

Jeff Parrish
for changing all the light bulbs  

in both church buildings.

John & Hope Webb
for coordinating and facilitating JOY Club 

and Senior Outings each and every month.

Undoubtedly, there are others in our church families 
doing things to help our church.  If you see someone 
doing something behind-the-scenes to make GBC 

better, please let the church office know at 
goochlandchurch@gmail.com.
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Mission Empasis
FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY

Matthew 25 reminds us as we serve those in need, we serve and honor the 
Lord. (v. 35) “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink?” (v. 40) “and the King will answer them. ‘Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of those who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.’” (RSV)

Goochland Baptist Church ministers to the hungry in our community 
through the Neighbors Food Pantry, which is housed at St. Matthew’s 
United Methodist Church. We join other churches in the community to 
provide staple goods for this ministry. Current needs are: cereal, peanut 
butter, jam, pasta and pasta sauces, canned fruit and vegetables and 
hearty soups. Leave your donations in the designated box under the coat 
rack outside the Multipurpose Room in the New Building. They are taken to 
St. Matthews each Wednesday. Currently we serve about 40 families. Thank 
you for serving your Lord and those in need in your community through your 
generosity.  

From SMAT...
Staff Ministries Appreciation Team

This month we celebrate the third year anniversary of having 
Pastor Curt lead us as our Senior Pastor! 

Let’s show our LOVE to Pastor Curt, Kelly and Jennifer!  We are 
blessed to have each of them serving our church.

Through Sunday School, adults at 
Goochland Baptist seek God’s direction for 
their homes, their families, their jobs, and 
their communities. We strive to grow deeper 
in our relationship with Christ through service, 
prayer, and study of Scripture. Our comfortable 
classroom settings and Gospel-Centered 
curriculum encourage conversation, dialogue 
and community as we look to the Bible for 
answers to life’s biggest questions.

If you are not currently attending a Sunday 
School Class, now is a great time to find the 
right class for you. Visit www.goochlandchurch.
org or visit one of our seven classes Sunday at 
10:00am.

C O M M U N I T Y  

A R O U N D  

G O D ’ S  W O R D

GBC Funeral  
Reception Policy 

Last month, church council 
updated our funeral reception 
policy. We will provide to 
church members who have 
passed, a reception for up to 
200 people that offers the 
following: vegetable trays, 
fruit trays (seasonal) and 
drinks: coffee, tea, lemonade & 
water. In addition, we will offer 
one of the following: Cookie 
tray or Cheese and cracker 
tray. Families may elect to 
have additional food catered 
and brought in at their own 
expense. Families may talk with 
the pastor or church staff to 
make arrangements. For more 
information, please contact 
the Church Office at 804-749-
3522.
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GBC 2020 Deacons 
On Sunday, January 19, we ordained Jeff Parrish as a first time deacon. Thank you to our deacons, past and present, for 

serving GBC! Our 2020 deacons are: Angela Bassett, Chad Bordewyk, Phil Egolf, Jim Fields, Kristie Gee, Gwen Padgett, Jeff 
Parrish, Keith Smallwood and Shannon Wilson. 

SAVE THE DATE
July 27th—31st • 9am-12pm

This year during Vacation Bible School, we will be 
joining the King’s knights on a quest to a hidden land 
of snow and ice. We will be exploring how to put on 
the armor of God and to use his strength in our lives. 

Come ‘Armor Up’ with us this summer as we embark 
on this epic quest of Truth!, Justice!, Peace!, Faith!, 
and Salvation!

Registration will open May 2020 
age 3 years - completed 4th grade.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!



UPCOMING EVENTS

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
SUNDAYS

Contemporary - 8:45am
Sunday School - 10:00am
Traditional - 11:00am
Student Fellowship - 5:30pm

TUESDAYS
Meals on Wheels - 11:00am
Exercise Class - 7:00pm

WEDNESDAYS
Family Dinner - 5:30pm
Prayer - 6:10pm
On The Way Activities - 6:15pm
Praise Team - 7:00pm

THURSDAYS
Exercise Class - 7:00pm

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

Feb 2    Lord’s Supper @ 8:45am & 
11:00am

  Student Ministry Super Bowl 
Party @ 6:00pm

Feb. 5  Building & Property Committee 
Meeting @ 6:30pm

Feb. 9  Children’s Committee Meeting 
@ 8:00am

Feb. 10 Deacon Meeting @ 6:00pm

 Church Council @ 7:00pm

Feb. 11 Olive Riddell Circle @ 2:00pm

Feb. 12 Business Meeting @ 6:15pm

Feb. 20  Senior Outing to Joe’s Inn in Bon 
Air @ 11:00am

Feb. 26 JOY Club @ 10:30am

SUNDAY SERVING SCHEDULE
GREETERS

02   8:45 Angela Bassett   
        11:00 Keith Smallwood
09     8:45 Jeff Parrish         
 11:00 Phil Egolf
16    8:45 Kristie Gee 
        11:00 Jim Fields
23    8:45 Gwen Padgett 
        11:00 Keith Smallwood

OFFERTORY PRAYER
02    8:45  Wayne Melton        
         11:00   John Webb
09      8:45  David Angel 
         11:00   Jim Fields
16     8:45  James Melton 
         11:00   NEED
23     8:45  Youth 
         11:00   NEED

RESPONSIVE READING
02    8:45  Lynn Hayes       
         11:00   John Webb
09      8:45  Audrey Taylor 
         11:00   Jim Fields
16     8:45  Kristie Gee 
         11:00   Michael Nicholas
23     8:45  Lynne Keegan 
         11:00   NEED

USHERS
Contemporary 8:45am Service

02     Ralph Claytor, David Denton, 
Jeff Parrish, Keith Spaulding

09    Allen Bowles, David Denton, 
George Koch, Keith Spaulding

16     Dwight Grissom, George Koch, 
Gerry Nuckols, Glenn Nuckols

23   Youth

USHERS
Traditional 11:00am Service

02   Robert Nuckols & Jim Fields
09    Jerry Anderson & NEED
16    Kevin Richardson & Al Henley
23   Jean Fields & Betty Bowers

NURSERY

02   8:45 Maggie Arnold, Dee Parrish

          Sunday School Betsy Alvis,   
Brett Alvis & Nancy Nelson 

          11:00 Susan Angel, NEED

09     8:45 Dee Parrish, Crystal  
Waldrop, Cheryl Sale

          Sunday School Betsy Alvis,   
Brett Alvis & Nancy Nelson 

          11:00 - Maggie Arnold & Hope 
Webb

16      8:45 Cecilia Bowles, Sandy 
Fisher & Erin Kruschwitz

          Sunday School Betsy Alvis,   
Brett Alvis & Nancy Nelson 

          11:00 Phyllis Henley, NEED

23     8:45 Mila Spaulding, Kitt &  
Robert Townsend

          Sunday School Betsy Alvis,   
Brett Alvis & Nancy Nelson

          11:00 Erin Henley, Kitt & Robert 
Townsend

THANK YOU
To all who commit to serve on 
Sundays! Please contact us at  
goochlandchurch@gmail.com if 
you are unable to serve on your 
scheduled date/time.

SERVE @ GBC NEEDS
See NEEDS listed above. We 
currently have needs in the 
following areas: Nursery, Offertory 
Prayer, Responsive Reading & 
Ushering. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 0

DECEMBER 2019
Sunday School 
Average Attendance
Preschool                 3
Children     8
Youth     4
Adults    70
Monthly Average      86

December Financial Report
General Fund: $83,129.56
Property Maintenance:   
$2,390.00

Multipurpose Room Chair Schedule
The following class is scheduled to setup chairs  

in the Multipurpose Room before Sunday service.

February 
Senior Men

March 
Open Class

April 
Seekers Class


