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CURT’S CORNER
Dr. Curt Kruschwitz

All the experts and all the literature 
says the same thing: the churches that 
thrive in the midst of the COVID-19 pan-
demic are the churches that are flexible 
and adaptable. They’re churches who 
are willing to follow the Spirit’s leading to 
try new things and experiment in doing 
things differently. They’re churches who 
are willing to embrace adaptive change 
when nobody knows what things will 
look like a month or two down the road.

We’ve already had to be really flexible 
in our programming. This week – as I write 
– families in our church and our commu-
nity are able to do Vacation Bible School 
at home. When it became clear that an 
in-person VBS wouldn’t be safe, Crystal 
Waldrop chose an internet-based cur-
riculum that give parents everything the 
need to host a VBS day at home. That 
takes some flexibility, for sure, but it 
gives children in our community quality 
Bible teaching, crafts, music, and games 
to play at home.

We’ve been flexible in our gatherings, 
too. Many of you have joined us for on-
line gatherings – worship, Bible studies, 
or even our Just Mercy summer book 
study. Some of you have felt comfort-
able attending our outdoor worship ser-
vices on Sunday mornings. It’s been a 
real encouragement to have in-person 
fellowship, even with social distancing 
and masks!  

Some of you have asked, “When will 
things get back to normal?” The spike in 
COVID-19 cases across our country over 
the past month has not been what any-
one has hoped for. Our Regathering Team 
will be meeting next month to evaluate 
the current situation: the data on spread 

of COVID, the risk in our area, and how 
we can most safely gather together. I 
suspect we’re going to have to be flexi-
ble in responding to trends that emerge 
this fall. And I have confidence we will 
be. Your flexibility has enabled us to wor-
ship, serve, and care for our community 
in creative ways during this season.  

Flexibility isn’t naturally easy for 
many of us. I get that. But flexibility is 
what helps churches and organizations 
thrive in the midst of unanticipated 
change. Flexibility is a strength not only 
in churches and organizations, though, 
but also in our own spiritual lives. I’ve 
just begun a four-week sermon series on 
the Old Testament book of Ruth. Many 
people think of Ruth as a love story, but 
it’s much more than that. Set during one 
the darkest eras of Israel’s history, the 
story of Ruth reminds us how God takes 
the faithful actions of his people – nor-
mal, everyday folks with challenges and 
fears – and weaves them together into 
God’s redemptive story. It’s a book that 
reminds us of God’s faithfulness to us 
– even when we can’t see it.  And it’s a 
book that models for us what faithful-
ness and flexibility may look like in our 
lives. In other words, it’s a short book 
with rich insights that speaks directly 
to our lives today. I hope you’ll join us 
for this sermon series either online or by 
attending our outdoor Sunday worship 
services.  

Know that even though I haven’t seen 
each of you in-person, we pray for you. If 
we can help you in any way, please let us 
know. May God bless you and keep you 
this month – and give you flexibility!
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Church Envelopes
Richard Ciofani

Over the past 18 months, the Steward-
ship Committee has noticed that about 
40-50% of the Fellowship is no longer us-
ing their envelopes for their tithes and of-
fering. With the increase use of electronic 
giving and simply placing checks in the 
mail and/or the offering box with initia-
tion of outdoor services, the trend to no 
longer use the preprinted envelopes con-
tinues to increase. 

We would encourage those who prefer 
electronic giving or simply placing their 
checks in the mail and offering box to 
contact Jennifer at the church office and 
ask her to delete future mailings to help 
reduce the administrative expenses of 
the Church. The cost of the envelopes was 
budgeted to approximate $500 for calen-
dar 2020 and we are now in the process 
of preparing our envelope order for 2021.

Whatever method of giving works best, 
the fellowship can still designate a gift (i.e. 
Lottie Moon, Building Maintenance) by 
simply indicating the designation on the 
memo line of their checks.

During this difficult period of time re-
sulting from the COVID 19 virus, we also 
ask the fellowship to no longer place 
cash and coins in the offering box or 
their church envelopes.  This temporary 
measure will help simplify the counting 
procedures, ensure better controls over 
cash offerings and eliminate the need for 
the tellers to touch and handle cash and 
coins.   

Thank you GBC family for your contin-
ued support of our ministry. 

GBC Student Ministry
Kelly Anderson

Heading into the Fall, there are so many uncertain answers to what 
school will look like for our students and teachers. We are also uncertain 
of what student ministry will look like this Fall. 

This past Sunday we had our first in person gathering since March. 
While it certainly felt different with everyone wearing masks and stay-
ing six feet apart, it was still refreshing to be together in person. Our 
conversation was centered around the parable that Jesus told about 
the good Samaritan in Luke 10. Now in our cultural moment, this sto-
ry takes on a whole new significance. With conversations happening 
around COVID-19 and race relations in the nation, I challenged our stu-
dents to think about ways that they can be a good neighbor in the com-
ing weeks. 

Looking back on this parable, if I am honest, I often find myself being 
more like the priest or the Levite in this story. I find it much easier to go 
out of my way to ignore certain situations rather than see that situation 
as an opportunity to be a good neighbor. May we find opportunities in 
the coming month to be a good neighbor. 

ONLINE MAIL/MAIL SLOT TEXT TO GIVE BILL PAY

More ways to give at www.goochlandchurch.org/give

Wednesday nights @ 6:00 pm  
Zoom Meeting 

Sundays @ 10:00 am
Sunday School in the Multipurpose Room.  

Please bring your own mask and Bible.  

www.goochlandchurch.org/students

GBC

MIN I STRY
student

AUGUST  EVENTS
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP GUIDELINES
Join us for a 30-40 minute worship service at 9:00 am on 
Sundays.      
    • Pastor Curt will preach from the top of the sanctuary steps.
    • Attendees are asked to bring a lawn chair or blanket.
 º   Everyone will practice social distancing – please stay 

at least 6 feet from others outside your family.
 º   Everybody is encouraged to wear a mask. Please bring 

one with you from home. If you don’t have a mask, 
we’ll have extra masks available.

 º   Masks and hand sanitizer will be available.

Those who would like to worship from their car may pull up in 
front of the sanctuary to our drive up area. (A greeter will show 
you where to park.)  
 •   Please turn your car’s engine off and roll down your 

windows.

The Breezeway will be reserved for those who might need more 
level ground and shade.

Will the buildings be open?
    •  The New Building will be opened for bathrooms. Sanitized 

bathrooms will be available for use, but all other rooms will be 
closed and off-limits.

What if I’m not comfortable regathering in-person?
    • It’s ok – we get it!  Please don’t come unless you feel 
comfortable.
    •  We will still offer online worship Sunday mornings on 

YouTube and Facebook.  It will include the same message 
Pastor Curt preaches in person.

    • Zoom Sunday School will be offered online for children.

What about bad weather?
    •  In the event of bad weather, the service will be canceled by 

8:00 am on Sunday morning.  
    •  Our website and Facebook will indicate cancellations. In 

addition, an automated phone call will go out to the church 
family indicating outdoor worship has been canceled.

BIRTHDAY  
GREETINGS

August 1 Mila Spaulding

August 2 C.T. Stewart

August 4 Logan Stewart

August 9 June Frick

August 18 Bronwyn Mitchell
  Paul Nuckols

August 20 Linda Moore

August 21 Frances Bradshaw

August 22 Gayle Stanley

August 23 Carter Dabney

August 25 Hazel Melton
  Amy Richardson

August 26 Ann Bowles
  Lila Hicks
  Elijah Smallwood

August 27 Phyllis Toney

August 28 Jason Bassett

August 29  Bob WhiteSunday  
Sermons Online

Facebook and Youtube  
Sundays @ 8:30 am. 

Listen to past sermons at

www.goochlandchurch.org/sermons

Mission Emphasis
SOUTH ANNA  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Goochland Baptist Church is helping 

provide meals for seven families whose 
children attend South Anna Elementa-
ry School at this time. Your regular gifts 
to our church offering make this pos-
sible! 

Thank you for giving online or mailing 
checks as an offering towards Gooch-
land Baptist Church’s regular offering. 
Not only do these offerings help cov-
er regular operating expenses of the 
church, but they also help us bless 
families in our community — like these 
at South Anna Elementary School.



PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for our medical professionals, first responders and others whose work requires contact with large numbers of 
people during this time of social distancing. Please continue to pray for all those affected by COVID-19. Please pray for the 
police officers, fire fighters, and all public servants in our church family — that they remain safe and would be examples of 
hope as they work for the common good of our community.

Allen Bowles—health issues

Ann Bowles—has a mass on her lung and is on oxygen.

Doug Brandmahl—health issues

Jackie Eby—Brookdale

Janet Faudree—health concerns

Barbara Fillion   

Carolyn Heath 

Waverly Heath
Selma Herweyer—Our Lady of Hope for physical therapy.

Lila Hicks—knee replacement on Tuesday, 8/4 at St. Francis.  

William Hicks—home recovering after hospital stay.

Scott Hobson—continued prayers that his cancer remains 
low and continues to respond to treatment.

Connie Long
Daphne Longenecker
Hazel Melton
Rebecca Michels—health concerns

Linda Moore—home 

Mike Nicholas—recovering from back surgery at home.

Iris Nuckols
Sandra Nuckols—home

Bob & Adelaide Stanley—Bob is at home on Hospice.

Mary Stanley—Beth Shalom 

Wanda Waldrop
Bob White—health concerns

Julia White

Family & Friends of GBC Members
Lynne Andrako—Janet Koch’s friend, cancer treatment   

Breana—daughter of Jordan Padgett’s coworker who has a 
growth on her brain

John Bartlett— Linda Moore’s brother.

Meg Brooks’ (leads our exercise class)—mother is home 
from the hospital and is grateful for the prayers. 

Jim Crews—(Carla Yuen’s neighbor & friend) had a 
cancerous tumor removed from his neck.

Clarence Hall Jr. and Carol Hall, his wife; kin to Willy Hall and 
Hazel Melton

Janice Hanner—undergoing treatment, pancreatic cancer

Daniel Hick’s mother
Margaret Holland (a member of the community) she 
suffered a stroke

Mary Anne Lawson—(Gwen Padgett’s cousin) having trouble 
with shoulder that was repaired.

Jane Melton—pancreatic cancer (Member of Joy Club)

Rebecca Michels’ Mom
Rebecca Michels’ Nephew, Berkeley Kellum, LCH cancer

Roger—Linda Moore’s uncle.

Anne Nuckols, widow of Lawrence Nuckols and sister-in-
law of Iris Nuckols—health concerns

Gwen Padgett’s cousin Nancy—multiple health concerns 
and her husband Eddie had a small stroke

Wayne Parent (Hazel Melton’s Brother in Law)

Mrs. Calvin Porter diagnosed with non-Hodginks 
lymphoma. 

Rhonda Powell—friend of Daphne Longenecker, has 
esophageal cancer

Lee Proffit’s sister in law, Pearl Turman, bladder cancer

Lee Proffit’s brother, Raiford Turman, home

Tami Ricketts Mom had a fall

Sue Snead (friend of Ann Bowles)

Brian Sweeney (Kevin Dunne’s nephew)—kidney failure

Barbara Tester—received a good report from her surgery 
follow up visit.

Andrea and Joe Willis—family member of Jim Fields 
neighbors have tested positive for COVID-19.

Sharon Wood—Hazel Melton’s sister, health issues

Tom Zaninno (friend of Daphne Longenecker)—fell and 
injured neck.

Our Sympathy To
The family of Harold Alvis (community member) who 
passed away last Friday, 7/24.

The family of George Overton—Selma Herweyer’s brother-
in-law who passed on 7/17.

Please email goochlandchurch@gmail.com with new prayer requests, changes to prayer requests,  
or to be added or removed from our Prayer Request Email List
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